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This Listening to the River Guidebook and its companion pieces, the project website at
www.listeningtotheriver.org, and the LTTR Tool Kit, were developed under grant funds from
the National Science Foundation, Informal Science Division. LTTR project coordinators Carl
Ferguson and Chris Kitzman documented and organized the majority of the guidebook’s
content after it had been conceived, developed, and revised through the on-going
brainstorming and watchful guidance of LTTR project partners.

Project Partners

The Principal Investigator was Joe VanderMeulen, PhD., Executive Director of LIAA - a
Traverse City-based nonprofit organization. Other representatives on the partnership team
included Jim Muratzki and Paul Reiss from LIAA, Anne Drake, Mary Manner, and John
Noonan of the Great Lakes Children’s Museum, Becky Ewing and Colleen Masterson of
Northwestern Michigan Community College’s Water Studies Institute, Wanda Repke from
Michigan State University Extension’s 4-H program, and Peter Payette of Interlochen Public
Radio. Mark St. John and Dawn Robles of Inverness Research, Inc. of California led the
project’s evaluation team.

Additional Thanks

We would like to especially thank all the youth participants, parents, the project advisory
council, content experts from community organizations, informal and formal science
educators and all the other staff members of the partner organizations who contributed
ideas, expertise, vigorous discussions, editing and proofreading skills to the production of
this guidebook.

Particular thanks go to these Grand Traverse area organizations and individuals for their
participation and co-sponsorship of LTTR activities: Optimist Club, Youth Conservation Corps,
Upward Bound, Grand Traverse Conservation District, Old Town Playhouse, Leelanau
Conservancy, Grass River Nature Area, as well as video documentarians Kate Trainer and
Eartha Metzer, radio producers Lou Blouin and Linnaea Mulcarek, and Matthew Martin
DesignWorks, contractors for exhibit design and installation.

LIAA’s Designer, Kaye Krapohl designed the guidebook’s layout and cover, and Copy Central
printing company handled the production.

Listen Up

Tip!

We all own the watershed!




